Restoring the Agassiz Road Duck House

Parkway links the East and West
Fenway neighborhoods

City of Boston property
Out of use since the mid-1980s

Designed by architect Alexander
Longfellow and built in 1897, the
building previously served as a
bathroom facility.

Emerald Necklace Masterplan
calls for the restoration of historic
structures in the park system

Presentation by Erica Mattison, Fenway Civic Association



Residents Seeking
Duck House Rehab
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New Life
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by M Cronin
Codinrail News Writer

The duck bouse on Agassiz Road is one
step closer to possible reuse in the Back Bay
Fens, a park with few amenities for visitors.

Fenway Civic Association (FCA) mem-
bers have been working to gather opinions
from residents about potential uses, includ-
g a bicyele rental shop, o cald oF a rest-
oL

The city’s Parks and Recreatlon

Duck House Reuse
Gets Closer to Reality

Department  (ssued & Request for
Expressions of Interes! (o gauge how many
businesses would want o open In the for-
mer park ranger station.

Although the Paris Department hos not
received mny official proposals for the
Agussiz Road building. Andrew Prescotl,
chief wheel officer for Urhan AdvenTours,
which offers bicycle tonrs and repains, said
the company will propose esinblishing a
bike tour and rental operation at the site,

Comtbmied on page 14

Articles Courtesy of Boston Courant

NI'?ens Users Seek
Café for the Park
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What could be...

Luxembourg Gardens, Paris, France Botanical Garden, Lund, Sweden



Example of a

Crépe Stand in a Park

Luxembourg Gardens, Paris, France



The river may be dirty now...

Muddy River Restoration Project about to get
underway will yield wonderful river views
from the Duck House.




Ideas for use have included:

*Art gallery
*Bike repair/rental shop
eCafé

eGarden supply shop

With minimal parking in the area,
pedestrians and bicyclists are a I|ker
customer base.




Site Usage

In November 2009, volunteers collected data for
two days to identify levels of usage by:

e Pedestrians
e Bicyclists

e Drivers.

Special thanks to the volunteers who
contributed their time to this effort!
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AgassizRoad at Duck House

Pedestrian Count

8:00 9:00 10:0011:0012:00 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 5:00 6:00 7:00

Hour Ending

M Friday 11/13 Pedestrians
m Sunday 11/15 Pedestrians
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Bicycle Counts
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8:00 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 5:00 6:00 7:00
Hour Ending

W Friday 11/13 Bikes
Sunday 11/15 Bikes



Agassiz Road at Duck House
Vehicle Counts - Friday 11/13/2009
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Agassiz Road at Duck House

Surrounding Area



Before




Possible “After”

Created by Wentworth Institute of Technology Center for Community & Learning Partnerships



Recent Developments...



Long—Term Lease

Summer 2010: MA Legislature passes law
enabling City of Boston to offer a long-term
lease for the Duck House.

“AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF BOSTON PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMISSION TO LEASE CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY UNDER |ITS CONTROL AND OWNED BY THE
CITY OF BOSTON”



Feasibility Study

In December 2010 Fenway Civic applied
Matching Partnerships Grant from the
Department of Conservation and Recreation
for a feasibility study to identify a variety of
transportation-related improvement
opportunities for Agassiz Road.

We were selected! We raised over $13,000 from
the community, which was double-matched
by DCR. The study will be conducted in
spring/summer 2011.



Stay Tuned

For commun

ity events related to

Agassiz Road and the Duck House
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