
Restoring the Agassiz Road Duck House

• Parkway links the East and West 
Fenway neighborhoods

• City of Boston property

• Out of use since the mid-1980s

• Designed by architect Alexander 
Longfellow and built in 1897, the 
building previously served as a 
bathroom facility.  

• Emerald Necklace Masterplan 
calls for the restoration of historic 
structures in the park system

Presentation by Erica Mattison, Fenway Civic Association



Media

Articles Courtesy of Boston Courant



Duck House Restoration Partners
Boston Bikes

Boston City Councilor Michael Ross

City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department

Emerald Necklace Conservancy

Fenway Alliance

Fenway Civic Association

Fenway CDC

Fenway Garden Society

Historic Boston, Inc.

MA Department of Conservation and Recreation

State Representative Byron Rushing

Samuels & Associates

State Senator Steven Tolman

The Copley Group

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.

Wentworth Institute of Technology Center for Community & Learning Partnerships



What could be...

Luxembourg Gardens, Paris, France Botanical Garden, Lund, Sweden



Example of a 
Crêpe Stand in a Park

Luxembourg Gardens, Paris, France



The river may be dirty now...

Muddy River Restoration Project about to get 
underway will yield wonderful river views 
from the Duck House.



Ideas for use have included:

•Art gallery

•Bike repair/rental shop

•Café

•Garden supply shop

With minimal parking in the area, 
pedestrians and bicyclists are a likely 
customer base.



Site Usage
In November 2009, volunteers collected data for 

two days to identify levels of usage by:

• Pedestrians

• Bicyclists

• Drivers.

Special thanks to the volunteers who 
contributed their time to this effort!
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Pedestrian Count

Friday 11/13 Pedestrians

Sunday 11/15 Pedestrians
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Friday 11/13 Bikes

Sunday 11/15 Bikes
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Before



Possible “After”

Created by Wentworth Institute of Technology Center for Community & Learning Partnerships



Recent Developments...



Long-Term Lease

Summer 2010: MA Legislature passes law 
enabling City of Boston to offer a long-term 

lease for the Duck House.

“AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF BOSTON PARKS AND

RECREATION COMMISSION TO LEASE CERTAIN REAL

PROPERTY UNDER ITS CONTROL AND OWNED BY THE

CITY OF BOSTON”



Feasibility Study
In December 2010 Fenway Civic applied 

Matching Partnerships Grant from the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation 
for a feasibility study to identify a variety of 

transportation-related improvement 
opportunities for Agassiz Road.

We were selected!  We raised over $13,000 from 
the community, which was double-matched 

by DCR.  The study will be conducted in 
spring/summer 2011.



Stay Tuned
For community events related to 
Agassiz Road and the Duck House.
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